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Numes. CLIII. 


The Prompter. 





Let us (fince Life can little more fupply 
Than juft to look about us, and to die) 


ExpATIATE FREE. 


Pop. Eth. 





Fripay, APRIL 23. 1736. 





ZHE Notion of Evir, ex- 
& plained in my laft Paper but 
one, appears only difficult 
to Comprehenfion when it 
comes to be apply’d to parti- 
cular Actions, which we are 
ufed to-call bad. In its gene- 





thing: in it, repugnant to 
Reafon. Thus, it may be 
aflerted, without fear of Contradiction, in general 
Terms, that Pofitive Evil cannot'exiit where an 
infinitely wife, good, or powerful Being governs ; 
becaufe every Body at once fees, thar it is incon- 
fiftent with Infinite Wifdom, Goodnefs, or Power, 
to give Evii any pofitive Share of Exiftence. 
But when we come to apply this acknowledged 
Truth to Particulars, the Self-evidence, fo plain in 
the general View, difappears, and fo many Diffi- 
culties rife before our Eyes, that we lofe Sight of 
the firft Object, we {0 readily embraced. Flence 
the Manicheans not being able to account for Evil 
in Particulars, gave into a much greater Abfurdity, 
and afferted the Exiftence of a good and bad Principle 
ab Eterno— The moft Unphilofophical Opinion 
that ever was imbibed. 


I order therefore to exclude this Monfter Evtr., 
this Creature of the Brain, from any Rea/ity what- 
foever, I fhall, before I confider the Objections. of 
my Correfpondent Dubius, fay a Word cr two, to 
the Favourers of a Principle of Evil cxifting ab 
LEterno. 


Upon fucha general View of the Sy{tem of the 
Univerfe, as any Spectator may reflecfively entertain 
himfelf with, it appears evidently, that there is a 
Principle of Intelligence, Order, Beauty, and Good- 
nefs, in the Whole of Things. It requires a greater 
Portion of blind Faith, than falls to the Share of 
the moft Wholefale Believer whatfoever, to think 
that Chance could ever throw Things in fo pertect 
an Order, that nothing fhould ever diiturb it. 


For Exampie: Take a Watch to pieces, and lay 
It on a flat Superficies, endue each Part with a 
Power of Mouon, that fo, by Means of thar, the 
detached Parts might unite: (This has been in old 
Times, and is ftill thought by fome, to be accounr- 
ing fatisfactorily tor the Syftem of the Univerte: ) 
How many Chanhes to one, are there, againit their 


Moving themfelves into that Form, an Lvic/igent 


ral and firft View it has no=. 


Artift, who knows how they fhould be ranged, 
would place them: Arithmetick could fcarce num- 
ber them up, 


Ir is ftill more abfurd to fuppofe an Evil Artift 
fhould range them, in that beautiful, regular, and 
harmonious Order, which forms the moving Ma- 
chine ; becaufe, tho’ the Power could be {uppofed 
in him, it is contradictory to his. Nature, to do it ; 
for thofe who contend for a Principle of Evil 2b 
fEterno, are far from afcribing any Good to this 
fuppofed Being. 


But there is no Difficulty in fuppofing an 
Intelligent Artift difpofing the different Parts of this 
Machine in fuch a oe as, {0 united, to form a 
regular, beautiful Picce of Work, 

AGAIN: Endue thefe Parts with a Principle of 
Intelligence, as well as Motion, and we {ee at once 
not only the Pafibility, but the Neceffity, of their 
falling, of themfelves, into Harmony and Order, 


SUPERADD a Principle of Evin, potext and 
ative, and we fhall fint ic impoffible Order can 
be produced, while this Being has Sway. 


Now, the Appearance of Evil lies not, in the 
general Mechani{fm of the Univerfe: So much as 
eur Faculties can trace of that general Order, 
opens to Reflection fomething fo ftupendoufly 
great, wife, and beautiful, that we boldly pronounce 
it good. 


Fro this fingle Fact, it will not be Unrhilo- 
fophical to conclude, Evin, potent and adive' could 
not co-exiff with Good, fince, it equally powerful, 
there would have been an eternal Struggle, and 
nothing done, and if either had. Supenority > of 
Strength, the Inferior muft have been deitroyed ; 
for itis contradictory in Terms, to fuppofe Power 
AND Goopness (capable of deftroying ) would 
duffer Evin to exilt, or vie verfz, Power AND 
Evit permit Goodzc/s : The oxe or the other muft 
then be deftroyed. 


THE general Plan of the Univerfe being good; 
and the Appearance of Evil lying only in Particw- 
lars, the Conlequence, viz. (the Truth of Things) 
mult be againita Principle of Evil exifting abBrerns, 
alove or jointly wire Good 
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From this fhort Deduction of Things, I pares 
it will a evident to my Readers, that Evil is 
totally excluded ab’ Origine. The Queftion now 
will be, whether Mosiex, explained by Gravitation 
and Attraétion, is fuficient of itfelf to produce 
the prefent Harmony of the Univerfe. 


I wii allow the !Favourers of this Sentiment, 
that ‘thefe two Principles are c.vable, from their 
conceded Natures, of forming Matter into Regula- 
rity, and Order’; or, to. exprefs myfelf. with more 
Propriety, that Matter endued with Gravitation and 
Attraction will, neceffarily, So form itfelf; that is, 
I will allow them, that in the Univerfe of Matter, 
Light Bodies wilt afcend, Heavy ones defcend, 
Hard::cleave ta. Hard, arid Soft to Soft ; and thus 
produce this World, , the whole Syftem of 
difcover'd or fuppofed Worlds, in Infinitude : But 
this is but the Brute Mechanifm of the Univerfe 
tho’ the utmoft Effort of mere Gravitation and 
Attraction. 


INTELLIGENCE isa Principle as pofitive, as real, 
as determinate, in Nature, as either of the above- 
mentioned. | 


By Intelligence, I mean a Power of Rea/foning, 
Refleéting, Conceiving, Underftanding, &c. Neither 
Gravitation, nor Attraction, nor the moft exten- 
five and full Produétion of their Powers, give me 
the leaft Idea of Intelligence. 1 can conceive a 
‘Mafs of Matter endued as above, ranging itfelf 
into Order neceffarily, but I can’t conceive a Syftem 
. of Matter from thefe Principles alone made capable 
of Reflection, which is ‘of a different Genus quite 
from any Thing here allow’d, and cannot be the 
Refult of any Modification conceivable of Gravi- 
tation and Attraction fimply. 


INTELLIGENCE, in the inanimate Part of the 
Univerfe, is nothing but a Fitue/s of Parts, a San- 
pathos in Nature, founded on the Laws of Motion, 
on a Principle of Gravitation and Attraction. But 
this is no Cognofcent Power deducible from the 
known Properteis of Matter, and traced philofophi- 
cally: This Intelligence is not felf-reflective, takes 
no Knowledge ms its own Operations, but moves 
by determinate Laws, it has no Acquaintance with. 
It is, (to define it at once), UNCONSCi0US Motion, 
BLIND f0 ITSELF, yet neceffarily productive of 
ORDER. : 


Pere a 

I witx not beg the Queftion, by asking how 
Matter came to be fo endued; -becaufe every Pro- 
perty difcover'’d, or difcoverable ftill in Matter, mutt 
philofophically be firppofed 2b £terno init. f will 
therefore fuppofe Gravitation and Attraction, and 
every -known Property of Matter, to have been 
‘uncommunicated to it, by any exterior Power, but 
‘sxnate to it, which is more than is generally con- 


ceded. 


Ler us take then all the known Properties of Mat- 
ter, and fee how far they will go towards difco- 
vering Intelligence, or creating Life. 


. GENERATION, in every Stage of it, has fixed 
Laws invatiable ;, and though we cannot lay open to 
Comprehenfion, every Progrefs of Generation, yet 


» by any of the known Pro 


we know Life cannot be produced but within 
determinate Laws. Chymifts pretend, and ston 
have been given of fomething very near refemblin 
Life, produced out of the common Courfe of Na 
ture, and by Art: But as it never came up to it, no 
Argument can be deduced from it, deftructive of 
the Principles of Generation. 


No Life is produced but froma previous Semen 
that contains in Little, its whole future Birth. This 
previous Semen is formed by determinate Rules : {o 
that there cou’d be no firft Original Semen of all 
living and vegetable Exiftencies (our of thefe Rules) 

ies Of Matter ; 
whence three Hypothefes will ref: _ 


First ,Either generated Exiftencies are ab Eterno 
which confidering the prefent Laws of Generation, 
is no philofophicat Conception. Or, 


SECONDLY, Generated Exiftencies are in Time, 
and from an Extra-Natural Beginning, by an extes 
rior Efficient. Or elfe, 


_ Turro iy, There are unknown Powers in Matter 
capable of modifying itfelf into Infinity. ‘ 


INTELLIGENCE, of CoGNOSCENCE, might, ‘by 
the fame Method of Argument, be excluded the 
Bounds of Matter, seconling to its prefent known 
Properties, But Gravitation and Attraéion, the 
moft efficient, or creative Powers of Matter, having 
being fhewn infufficient for the Origin of Intelli- 
gence, it will be fhorter to come to this Conclution. 


EITHER there is @ Something diftiné from, and 
[uperior to Matter, or MaTTeER, (though fo few 
of its Powers are known to us) is Ommi-modo PER- 
FECT, is Gop. 


Boru thefe Propofitions may be received upon 
the Principlesof Reafon, with this Difference; that 
the Probability of the firft is argumentatively de: 
duced, and the latter affented to by fume, who 
from a Confcioufnefs that INFINITE PERFECTION 
mutt be fomewhere, and not being willing to allow 
rT, in what they do not clearly comprehend, chufe 
to fix it, in what they have fome Raowenlie6f 
though no Evidence of its being there ; for to believe 
the Whole of the Univerfe is nothing but béind 
Mechanifm, neceffarily innate, can never be philo- 
fophically juftified, unlefs the Power of Coguofcence, 
as vilible in the Univerfe, as any Property of Matter, 
‘is entirely excluded from it. , 


I wave beenled into this Digreffion in Favour 

of an Intelligent Principle, Original, Increate, Eter= 
nal, and Potent, becaufe fo long as that is demon- 
ftrably true, Evil, —— Evil, cannot exift at all, 
I have allowed the Favourers of the contrary Opi- 
nion, every thing they could poffibly ask, and { hope, 
upon the whole of the Arguments, it will appear to 
my Readers, that an intelligent Principle* viz. a 
God of Intelligence, and not a Self=Mechanizer, 
unintelligent, exits ab ZBterno, 
I must defer, for Want of Room, my Confix 
derations of my Correipondent’s Letter, figned 
Dibius, to another Opportunity, with which I ihalt 
clofe the pares: ale Morat Evi. 


ps 





‘Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-pofter Row : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers reay be had = [ Prive Twe-Pence. | 


Vhere Letters to the AUTHOR are 
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